Global Matrix 5.0 Frequently Asked Questions
This is a living document that includes frequently asked questions by participating Report Card teams in the Global Matrix 5.0. Questions and answers will be updated and added as needed.
Last updated: September 30th, 2025
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Q: Is there any guidance document (e.g., search terms) on how to search for evidence on key and additional indicators (e.g., obesity, mental health)?
A: The AHKGA does not have a specific document or predefined search terms. Report Card teams have the flexibility to apply their own search strategies based on the context. Other countries/jurisdictions' Report Card documents (www. activehealthykids.org/archive) and scientific papers (e.g., systematic reviews conducted for Brazil’s Report Card - https://www.activehealthykids.org/2021/12/13/brazil-publishes-updated-systematic-reviews-for-brazils-report-card/) can be helpful examples.
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Q: Is the grading rubric for the Global Matrix 5.0 the same as for previous editions? 
A: Yes, the grading rubric remains the same. It is available here: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ehbCA5m5vVvs3Eu8NzsWVpDgAuRxDhXM/view
Q: Should a country/jurisdiction submit grades and rationales for additional indicators, such as Diet or Sleep, for audit by the AHKGA?
A: We encourage you to include grades and rationales in the template for any additional indicators (i.e., any indicators outside of the core set of 10 Global Matrix indicators that you plan to feature in your Report Card). However, please note that the AHKGA will not be able to audit the grades for these indicators, as there are currently no standardized definitions and benchmarks for them. Even so, such information on additional indicators is valuable for providing a broader picture and supporting future Global Matrix planning. In particular, Sleep is called an “indicator in training” in the Global Matrix 5.0 since many countries expressed interest in evaluating it and supported the consideration of its potential addition to the core set of indicators in the future.
Q: Is there a standardized approach to the number of benchmarks used when grading an indicator?
A: We encourage countries/jurisdictions to gather all relevant, good-quality data to address as many benchmarks as possible for each indicator. The usual approach is to average across the benchmarks you are able to address. However, there is no uniform method, as situations vary greatly across countries. 
Q: Should data on children and adolescents with disabilities (CAWD) be included in the overall grade for an indicator?
A: The AHKGA recommends that countries/jurisdictions report:
• The main overall grade for each of the 10 core indicators based on your best available evidence, which would hopefully include children and adolescents with disabilities or chronic conditions as a part of population-based samples
• Subgrades for each of the 10 core indicators based on your best available evidence for children and adolescents with disabilities/chronic conditions. 

Q: If we have data for the early years age group (under 5 years), should it be included?

A: The early years (under 5 years old) are not included in the Global Matrix 5.0 (maybe this will change in the future), but countries/jurisdictions are free to include them in their Report Card document and article.

[bookmark: _Toc210113748]For the Global Matrix 5.0 we ask you to only cover the best you can for 5 to 17-year-olds in your grades and rationale - so if you gathered data for the under 5 years, you should not consider them when grading your indicators for the Global Matrix 5.0. If you plan to include the under 5 years in your Report Card, it is OK if you end up having different grades that the ones reported in the Global Matrix 5.0. Just make sure to clarify transparently why when you publish the results. You can also have separated grades for this specific age group vs the 5-17 years in your report to keep the same grades.
Audit Process
Q: When are the draft grades and final grades due for the audit?
A: The draft grades are due on December 1st, 2025. However, we highly recommend submitting them early. Please allow yourself three weeks of availability after you submit your grades for audit. Therefore, if you plan to take holiday/leave in December, please submit your grades early. Failure to submit your draft grades on time or failure to address audit revisions will result in the removal from the Global Matrix 5.0. 
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Q: Can an expression of interest (EOI) form to lead or contribute to a series of global papers for Global Matrix 5.0 still be submitted?
A: No, the deadline (May 31, 2025) for EOI form submission has passed, and the process has already started. However, you are encouraged to explore other opportunities (https://www.activehealthykids.org/2025/06/24/independent-investigation-proposals/)
Q: Do Report Card leaders need to register to be a co-author on the Overall Physical Activity paper?
A: No additional registration is required, the official Report Card leaders (whose names were provided upon team registration for the Global Matrix 5.0 and are listed as Report Card (co)leaders on the country/jurisdiction webpage) from all Global Matrix 5.0 participating countries will be invited to contribute to the main paper as co-authors, similarly to the Global Matrix 4.0 main paper
Q: Have all the invitations for lead and co-authors on the AHKGA-led papers for the Global Matrix 5.0 been sent?
A: Yes. The selection process for all 9 indicator papers and disability paper has been completed, all invitations have been sent, the decisions are final, and no exceptions will be granted. With more than 800 people involved in Global Matrix 5.0, we had to make very difficult choices to balance representation across regions, countries, and areas of expertise. The Global Matrix 5.0 paper leads (not AHKGA) were tasked with selecting their team considering expertise, but also representation, diversity, and inclusion. From the beginning, there was no guarantee of being included on any specific papers, even for very strong candidates. While we understand the disappointment that comes with not being part of a particular team, the decisions will not be discussed.
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Q: What are the regulations on using other countries’ published data?
Please refer to the AHKGA Publications and Data Ownership Policy.
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Q: Can the Report Card materials be prepared only in the local language (with no English translation)?
A: A Report Card document can be prepared only in the local language if that works best for the country/jurisdiction. However, all Report Card materials for audit purposes (the grades and rationales audit template) need to be submitted to the AHKGA in English. We understand that English is not the first language for many teams and appreciate the effort you are putting into this.


