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THIS SESSION IS BEING RECORDED



Agenda

• Welcome & Introductions

• Background

• Specific populations of interest

• AHKGA Global Matrix 4.0  context & limitations

• Propositions & open discussion

• Wrap-up
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Background

“The disparities and inequities across gender, 
socioeconomic status, or urban versus rural 
dwelling were mentioned in only a handful of 

Report Card articles; thus, they were not analyzed 
or discussed in this study.”
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Background

“Among the countries that assigned a grade for 
active transportation, 83% (n = 39) did not 
provide details of the prevalence stratified by 

sex.”
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Background

“A study among American adults found that state-level 
income inequality was associated with increased risk of 
sedentary behavior. Whether or not these findings are 

generalizable to other countries with low to medium HDIs 
requires further investigation.”
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Background

“Future Directions for the AHKGA Report Card and Global 

Matrices:

(4) Following the example of The Netherlands Report 
Card+ initiative, the AHKGA aims to include the evaluation 
of the physical activity indicator for children and youth 

with a disability or chronic disease.”
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Background

WHO Global Action Plan on 

Physical activity 2018-2030 

• Strategic action:  to enhance 
data systems and capabilities 
at national levels to support 
regular population surveillance 
of physical activity 

• Emphasised the importance of 
understanding and addressing 
social inequalities in physical 
activity participation across the 
life spectrum
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Background

Summary:

• Identified surveillance and research gaps

• Need for understanding the degrees of inequalities 

children and adolescents are facing to engage in healthy 

levels of active behaviours across various geographical, 

economical, environmental, and cultural contexts

• The Global Matrix and Report Card initiatives have the 

potential to contribute to address these needs 

internationally
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Specific populations of interest

• Girls vs boys

• Results stratified across socio economical categories

• Urban versus rural dwelling 

• Children and adolescents with special needs or chronic 

conditions

• Children not attending school

• Ethnic minorities

• Any suggestion?
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AHKGA Global Matrix 4.0 
context & limitations

• AHKGA recognized the importance of assessing equity in 
the Global Matrix indicators

• This webinar discussion is about what will happen after 
the Global Matrix 4.0

• Feasibility is limited by

• Availability and variability of data across participating countries

• Amount of time and resources required to develop harmonised 
and adaptable methodologies

• Amount of time and resources required to perform global 
analysis

• Amount of time and resources required to publish, 
disseminate, and communicate this potentially large amount of 
new data/findings
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AHKGA Global Matrix 4.0 
context & limitations

• The launch event of the Global Matrix 4.0 and the associated 
publications will need to be limited to the main national and 
international physical activity grades and comparisons

• AHKGA priority is to obtain comparable grades for each 
indicators, ideally in line with what was done in GM 1.0, 2.0, 
3.0 but individual countries can do more in this area

• If enough Global Matrix participating countries adopt a 
similar approach to include equity in their grades, this will be 
the opportunity to test and evaluate it; and AHKGA is open to 
lead the development of specific publications and/or  
presentations/symposiums presenting international 
comparisons and integrated findings
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Disparities and inequities sections

AHKGA Webinar #2

How to Integrate Equity into Grades

12

2020 ParticipACTION Report Card on Physical Activity for Children and Youth



Development of specific 
“subgrades”

For each indicators

• One main grade

• Potentially subgrade by gender, a subgrade for children and 
adolescents with special needs or chronic conditions, etc

Advantages

• Relatively easy to implement with the use of the 
standardised grading rubric

• INC grades will support advocacy for the improvement of the 
surveillance systems and inclusion/identification of these 
specific populations/characteristics
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Development of specific 
“subgrades”

For each indicators

• One main grade

• A subgrade by gender, a subgrade for children and adolescents with 
special needs or chronic conditions, kids not attending school, etc

Limitations

• Potentially overwhelming amount of grades/subgrades to present, 
analyse, discuss within one Report Card publication/document

• Subgrades for each socio-economical level category

• Potentially increase the gap between HIC and LMIC in terms of 
available letter grades
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Development of specific 
“subgrades”

Alternative

For the Global Matrix 4.0, a pilot trial can be tested where 
volunteering Report Card teams will develop subgrades for a 
limited number of specific populations (e.g. by gender and for 
children and adolescents with special needs) and the observed 
inequities or surveillance gaps for the other populations of 
interest could be discussed without grading.

Advantages & limitations

• International harmonisation and coordination will be required

• Not overwhelming the teams already challenged by the 
development of the “classic” Report Card format

• Allows evaluation & improvement
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Development of population/ equity 
specific Report Cards
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Development of population/equity 
specific Report Cards

Advantages

• Reduce the amount of grades/subgrades to present, analyse, 
discuss within one Report Card publication/document

• A delayed deadline (after the Global Matrix 4.0 launch event) 
could be adopted as international initiative

• Open the opportunity to develop more relevant and needed 
academic publications/presentations

Limitations

• Huge amount of work

• Increased amount of funding required (publications, 
dissemination, communication)
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European Trial

“We propose that the European countries trial any 
standardised approaches developed for future indicators 
and benchmarks used in the Global Matrix initiative to 

explore whether more standardised approaches are 
possible, at least in some parts of the world.”
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European Trial

Develop a harmonised methodology to  integrate equity in the grades 
that would be mandatory only for a specific group of the Global 
Matrix 4.0 participating countries, for example:

• European countries

• Very high HDI countries

Advantages & limitations

• Allows evaluation & improvement

• Increase the gap between HIC and LMIC in terms of available letter 
grades

• Future possible work on inequity could make useful material for 
research aimed at EU funding
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Discussion

• Disparities and inequities sections

• Development of specific subgrades on a 
volunteering basis

• Development of population/equity specific Report 
Cards

• European / Very High HDI countries trial

• Global consistency and coordination will be 
required

Comments, thoughts, suggestions?
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Wrap-up

• Webinar recorded

• AHKGA Board of Directors decisions based on 
these discussions will be circulated to everyone

Contact me if you have more thoughts and suggestions on 

this topic, or are interested in trying one of the 

proposition with your Report Card team: 

salome_aubert@hotmail.fr
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